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giving notice of such suspension or rev-
ocation to the respective licensee, ac-
companied by a statement of the rea-
sons therefor. Within 7 days after the 
receipt of the aforesaid notice and 
statement of reasons, the licensee may 
file an appeal in writing with the Sec-
retary, supported by any argument or 
evidence that the licensee may wish to 
offer as to why their license should not 
be further suspended or revoked. After 
the expiration of the aforesaid 7-day 
period and consideration of such argu-
ment and evidence, the Secretary will 
take such action as deemed appropriate 
with respect to such suspension or rev-
ocation. When no appeal is filed within 
the prescribed 7 days, the license to 
perform grading service is revoked. 

[71 FR 42008, July 24, 2006] 

§ 56.13 Cancellation of license. 

Upon termination of the services of a 
licensed grader, the grader’s license 
shall be immediately surrendered for 
cancellation. 

[71 FR 42008, July 24, 2006] 

§ 56.14 Surrender of license. 

Each license which is canceled, sus-
pended, or has expired shall imme-
diately be surrendered by the licensee 
to the office of grading serving the area 
in which the licensee is located. 

[31 FR 2773, Feb. 16, 1966. Redesignated at 42 
FR 32514, June 27, 1977, and further redesig-
nated at 46 FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981, as amend-
ed at 71 FR 42008, July 24, 2006] 

§ 56.15 Political activity. 

Federal graders may participate in 
certain political activities, including 
management of and participation in 
political campaigns, in accordance 
with AMS policy. Graders are subject 
to these rules while they are on leave 
with or without pay, including fur-
lough; however the rules do not apply 
to cooperative employees not under 
Federal supervision and intermittent 
employees on the days they perform no 
service. Willful violations of the polit-
ical activity rules will constitute 
grounds for removal from the AMS. 

[71 FR 42008, July 24, 2006] 

§ 56.16 Identification. 

Graders shall have in their possession 
at all times, and present upon request 
while on duty, the means of identifica-
tion furnished to them by the Depart-
ment. 

[71 FR 42008, July 24, 2006] 

§ 56.17 Equipment and facilities for 
graders. 

Equipment and facilities to be fur-
nished by the applicant for use of grad-
ers in performing service on a resident 
basis shall include, but not be limited 
to, the following: 

(a)(1) An accurate metal stem ther-
mometer; 

(2) Electronic digital-display scales 
graduated in increments of 1⁄10-ounce or 
less for weighing individual eggs and 
test weights for calibrating such 
scales. Plants packing product based 
on metric weight must provide scales 
graduated in increments of 1-gram or 
less; 

(3) Electronic digital-display scales 
graduated in increments of 1⁄4-ounce or 
less for weighing the lightest and 
heaviest consumer packages packed in 
the plant and test weights for cali-
brating such scales; 

(4) Scales graduated in increments of 
1⁄4-pound or less for weighing shipping 
containers and test weights for cali-
brating such scales; 

(5) Two candling lights that provide a 
sufficient combined illumination 
through both the aperture and down-
ward through the bottom to facilitate 
accurate interior and exterior quality 
determinations. 

(6) A candling booth adequately dark-
ened and located in close proximity to 
the work area that is reasonably free of 
excessive noise. The booth must be suf-
ficient in size to accommodate two 
graders, two candling lights, and other 
necessary grading equipment. 

(b) Furnished office space, a desk, 
and file or storage cabinets (equipped 
with a satisfactory locking device) 
suitable for the security and storage of 
official supplies, and other facilities 
and equipment as may otherwise be re-
quired. Such space and equipment must 
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meet the approval of the national su-
pervisor. 

[32 FR 8230, June 8, 1967. Redesignated at 42 
FR 32514, June 27, 1977, as amended at 46 FR 
39570, Aug. 4, 1981. Redesignated at 46 FR 
63203, Dec. 31, 1981, as amended at 60 FR 
12402, Mar. 7, 1995; 63 FR 13330, Mar. 19, 1998; 
69 FR 76375, Dec. 21, 2004; 71 FR 42008, July 24, 
2006] 

§ 56.18 Schedule of operation of offi-
cial plants. 

Grading operating schedules for serv-
ices performed pursuant to §§ 56.52 and 
56.54 shall be requested in writing and 
be approved by the Administrator. Nor-
mal operating schedules for a full week 
consist of a continuous 8-hour period 
per day (excluding not to exceed 1 hour 
for lunch), 5 consecutive days per week, 
within the administrative workweek, 
Sunday through Saturday, for each 
shift required. Less than 8-hour sched-
ules may be requested and will be ap-
proved if a grader is available. Clock 
hours of daily operations need not be 
specified in the request, although as a 
condition of continued approval, the 
hours of operation shall be reasonably 
uniform from day to day. Graders are 
to be notified by management 1 day in 
advance of any change in the hours 
grading service is requested. 

[48 FR 20683, May 9, 1983] 

§ 56.19 Prerequisites to grading. 

Grading of products shall be rendered 
pursuant to the regulations in this part 
and under such conditions and in ac-
cordance with such methods as may be 
prescribed or approved by the Adminis-
trator. 

[71 FR 42008, July 24, 2006] 

APPLICATION FOR GRADING SERVICE 

§ 56.20 Who may obtain grading serv-
ice. 

An application for grading service 
may be made by any interested person, 
including, but not being limited to any 
authorized agent of the United States, 
any State, county, municipality, or 
common carrier. 

[71 FR 42009, July 24, 2006] 

§ 56.21 How application for service 
may be made; conditions of service. 

(a) Noncontinuous grading service on a 
fee basis. An application for any non-
continuous grading service on a fee 
basis shall be made in any office of 
grading, or with any grader at or near-
est the place where the service is de-
sired. Such application may be made 
orally (in person or by telephone), in 
writing, or by other electronic means. 

(b) Continuous grading service on a 
resident basis or continuous grading serv-
ice on a nonresident basis. An applica-
tion for continuous grading service on 
a resident basis or for continuous grad-
ing service on a nonresident basis must 
be made in writing on forms approved 
by the Administrator and filed with 
the Administrator. Such forms may be 
obtained at the national, regional, or 
State grading office, or at the AMS 
Web site. In making application, the 
applicant agrees to comply with the 
terms and conditions of the regulations 
(including, but not being limited to, 
such instructions governing grading of 
products as may be issued from time to 
time by the Administrator). No mem-
ber of or Delegate to Congress or Resi-
dent Commissioner shall be admitted 
to any benefit that may arise from 
such service unless derived through 
service rendered a corporation for its 
general benefit. 

(c) Temporary grading service on a fee 
basis. An application for grading serv-
ice on a temporary basis must be made 
in writing on forms approved by the 
Administrator and filed with the Ad-
ministrator. Such forms may be ob-
tained at the national, regional, or 
State grading office. In making appli-
cation, the applicant agrees to comply 
with the terms and conditions of the 
regulations (including, but not limited 
to, such instructions governing grading 
of products as may be issued from time 
to time by the Administrator). No 
member of or Delegate to Congress or 
Resident Commissioner shall be admit-
ted to any benefit that may arise from 
such service unless derived through 
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